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WINTER 2025  NEWSLETTER

In a Nutshell
With the Winter season se�ling in, we can reflect on the past year and the 
choices we made that benefit both the environment and our community. 

With focussed discussions on conserva�on, habitat preserva�on, sustainable 
prac�ces and adop�ng wildlife-friendly habits, this newsle�er is filled with 
the ideas and insights we've learned from our featured guests, our Bragg 

Creek community and from current issues of concern to our area.

2024 Highlights 

2025 Looking Ahead
A Retrospec�ve

Bragg Creek Wild's success and ongoing efforts are driven by the Bragg Creek Wild's success and ongoing efforts are driven by the 

dedica�on of our incredible volunteers. Our quarterly newsle�ers dedica�on of our incredible volunteers. Our quarterly newsle�ers 

highlight the talents, skills, and resources of passionate individuals who highlight the talents, skills, and resources of passionate individuals who 

believe in the possibility and importance of co-exis�ng with our wildlife.believe in the possibility and importance of co-exis�ng with our wildlife.

Thank you! 
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The debate over grizzly bear management highlights the tension between conserva�on and human 
interests. While grizzly popula�ons have rebounded in certain areas, they s�ll face habitat loss, human-
wildlife conflicts, and climate change threats. Bragg Creek Wild advocates fiercely for the protec�on of 
grizzlies and joins other advocacy groups in their vocal opposi�on to being hunted.

Key Issues

Opposing Views

• Conserva�onists argue that grizzlies remain vulnerable and should stay under the protec�on of the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA).

• Others advocate for delis�ng them, ci�ng popula�on growth and the need to manage conflicts.

Balanced Solu�ons

• Science-driven wildlife management is crucial, ensuring grizzly bears are protected while addressing 
human concerns such as tourism, land development, and resource use.

The grizzly bear’s future depends on policies that priori�ze coexistence and sustainable prac�ces.

Grizzly Bears in the Crosshairs  
A Call for Conservation

Brad's presenta�on to a spellbound Bragg Creek audience shed light on 
Bragg Creek’s transforma�on over �me and highlighted ac�onable steps 
for crea�ng a sustainable future.

Historical Context
• Bragg Creek began as an Indigenous landscape, home to the 

Tsuut'ina and Stoney Na�ons, and later evolved into a recrea�onal 
and tourism hub.

• Early resource extrac�on and development laid the founda�on for 
current land-use pa�erns, but at the expense of some natural 
ecosystems.

Present Challenges
• Growing tourism and popula�on pressures threaten wildlife 

habitats, water systems, and the area's natural beauty.
• Recent extreme weather events, such as floods, have revealed the 

need for be�er infrastructure and planning to protect communi�es 
and ecosystems.

Future Vision
• Brad advocates for conserva�on-focused planning, including 

protec�ng cri�cal habitats, implemen�ng climate-resilient 
infrastructure, and fostering community engagement.

• Collabora�on with Indigenous groups and environmental 
organiza�ons will be key to preserving Bragg Creek’s rich cultural 
and natural heritage.

You can view Brad's full video presenta�on and short segments (as 
shown on this page) of his presenta�on on Bragg Creek Wild website.

Brad Stelfox
Understanding Human Land Use and Its impact

Past, Present, and Future

Visit:  www.braggcreekwild.ca/our-videos

https://www.braggcreekwild.ca/our-videos
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The greater Bragg Creek area faces growing pressure from increased tourism and development, making 
the balance between preserving natural habitats and suppor�ng growth more challenging than ever. The 
next 20 years are expected to bring even greater hurdles than the past two decades. As the Area 
Structure Plan is rewri�en to accommodate these changes, our community has a unique opportunity to 
influence what the future of our region will look like.

On October 23, 2024, Guy Greenaway -  expert in land use policy, conserva�on, and sustainable 
development - unpacked the issues and provided insights for a Bragg Creek audience into the following:

• The complexi�es of land use planning and how to address them effec�vely.

• Strategies for balancing development and tourism with habitat preserva�on.

• Opportuni�es for community engagement to protect wildlife and natural spaces.

Following Guy's presenta�on, audience members assembled into enthusias�c discussion groups to 
determine their key concerns and focus points rela�ng to the preserva�on of the area's natural assets 
that safeguard the ecological integrity of our region. A report summarizing the the presenta�on and 
discussion will be availalbe in the new year and distributed widely. 

Guy Greenaway
Corvus Centre for Conservation Policy

Navigating Tourism, Development, and Conservation

BCW endorsed this 
le�er earlier this fall. 

Link to video presenta�on

www.braggcreekwild.ca/
our-videos

https://www.braggcreekwild.ca/our-videos
http://www.braggcreekwild.ca/our-videos
http://www.braggcreekwild.ca/our-videos
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Bragg Creek Wild has raised concerns about West Fraser’s 2024 “What We Heard” report, which 
outlines logging plans for West Bragg Creek and Moose Mountain.

Highlights

Proposed Measures

• The report includes “aesthe�c buffers” to address trail users’ concerns but lacks adequate 
protec�ons for sensi�ve ecosystems like the Elbow River watershed and wildlife corridors.

Advocacy Efforts

• Bragg Creek Wild is pushing for Provincial Park status for the area to protect its ecological 
and cultural significance. 

• The group emphasizes the importance of consul�ng Indigenous communi�es, such as the 
Tsuut’ina and Stoney Na�ons, whose tradi�ons are deeply connected to the land.

The map above highlight current clear cu�ngs in West Bragg Creek 
and the propose Moose Mountain area which is currently whole.

West Fraser s̒ 2024 Logging Report 
for West Bragg Creek/Moose Mountain 

“What We Heard”

Link to West Fraser report   

h�ps://www.wes�raser.com/sites/default/files/
CochraneWest%20Fraser%20Cochrane%20Report%20October%2030%202024.pdf

Bragg Creek Wild wishes to sincerely thank all of our audience par�cipants in this event and 
will be featuring a comprehensive video capturing Guy Greenaway's presenta�on and the 

results of our audience feedback session!

Guy also presented to the 
Bragg Creek Chamber of Commerce 

on April 17th, 2024
Powerpoint presenta�on available 

on our website: 

www.braggcreekwild.ca/resources-on-
bragg-creek

https://www.westfraser.com/sites/default/files/Cochrane/West%20Fraser%20Cochrane%20Report%20October%2030%202024.pdf
http://Bragg%20Creek%20Chamber%20Presentation_2024.04.17
http://www.braggcreekwild.ca/resources-on-bragg-creek
http://www.braggcreekwild.ca/resources-on-bragg-creek
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Celebrate the season with eco-conscious decora�ons that are safe for animals!

Eco-Friendly Tips

• Use natural materials like pinecones, wood, or dried flowers, which are biodegradable or reusable.

• Choose LED or solar-powered lights in warm tones like red or orange to minimize disrup�on to 
nocturnal wildlife.

• Add birdhouses or bat boxes to provide shelter during the cold months.

• Please do not use fireworks or firecrackers. They scare pets and wildlife, are stressful, disrupt 
movements, and put animals at risk of preda�on.

A�er the holidays, ensure decora�ons are cleaned up to prevent li�ering and harm to local wildlife.

Wildlife-Friendly Holiday Decorations

In all seasons, winter included, wildlife will often take the path of least resistance and 
take advantage of unsecured food sources, such as garbage and compost. This trend 
poses risks to animals and ecosystems alike.

Why It Matters

• Wildlife Health: Reliance on human-provided food disrupts natural foraging 
behaviours, leading to malnutrition and poor health.

• Ecosystem Impacts: Changes in animal behaviours can destabilize ecosystems, 
increasing human wildlife conflicts.

Practical Tips

• Use wildlife-proof garbage bins.

• Avoid leaving food or bird seed outside.

• Properly dispose of waste to prevent animals from accessing harmful substances.

By minimizing food attractants, we can reduce harm to wildlife and create safer 
communities.

The Hidden Dangers of Food Attractants 
to Wildlife 

An example of how a bird feeder can lead to 
unintended consequences 

DO

Don’t

This winter, we can all make a difference by supporting conservation efforts, 
adopting sustainable practices, and making eco-friendly choices. By being mindful 
of our impact on the environment, we can protect wildlife and preserve our planet 

for generations to come.
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Community Awareness and public Education 

Celebra�ng our wildlife and learning to coexist safely with it are at the heart of our organiza�on. 
We will con�nue to raise awareness about reducing human-wildlife conflicts—whether on the 
road, at home, or in the great outdoors. We believe that residents and visitors can and should 
live harmoniously with nature. We look forward to sharing new �ps on how to engage with our 
natural surroundings in sustainable and regenera�ve ways. 

We also look forward to refining our internal opera�ons, engaging in strategic planning 
exercises, and connec�ng with our sister organiza�ons.

Brian Kea�ng, a celebrated Canadian naturalist and conserva�onist, has dedicated decades to 
environmental educa�on and advocacy, with the following key contribu�ons:

• Wildlife Research: Kea�ng has led numerous biodiversity studies, focusing on preserving 
species and ecosystems under threat.

• Community Outreach: Through engaging public talks, nature tours, and educa�onal 
programs, Kea�ng inspires others to care for the environment.

• Collabora�on: Partnering with conserva�on groups and local communi�es, Kea�ng works 
�relessly to develop ac�onable solu�ons to ecological challenges.

Look for upcoming informa�on from Bragg Creek wild for Brian Kea�ng's upcoming speaking 
event in Bragg Creek. His passion for environmental stewardship encourages his audiences to 
embrace sustainability and protect the natural world.

Discover the wonders of the Alberta’s Foothills! 

Join us for an exci�ng evening as Brian invites you to celebrate our amazing 
wildlife and their unique contribu�ons to our beau�ful area. 

Brian Keating
Champion of Conservation 

Coming in March 2025

Guest Speaker

Garbage Bylaw for Bragg Creek and 
The Area Structure Plan

Rocky view Council mandated their staff to develop op�ons for a 
garbage bylaw to limit  wildlife- human conflicts in our area. The 
work is progressing, but oh! So slowly. 

Similarly, BCW has representa�on on the Area Structure Plan for the hamlet and expansion 
area’s visioning commi�ee. The work is progressing but is behind schedule by a few months. 

Bragg Creek Wild will remain ac�vely involved and seek progress toward the implementa�on of 
a garbage bylaw for our area. Similarly, we will closely monitor the progress of our Area 
Structure Plan and advocate for strategies to minimize nega�ve impacts on our natural 
environment. We will keep the community fully informed of our efforts and provide residents 
with the necessary informa�on when Rocky View County ini�ates community engagement.

We invites you to join the movement and embrace 
sustainable prac�ces to support wildlife and protect the 
environment. Together, we can ensure a thriving future 
for our community and planet. Visit us at 

www.braggcreekwild.ca. 

2025
Looking Ahead 



Wildlife and People 
living in Community

Follow us on our social media

Become a member - it’s Free

Encourage others to become members

Consider becoming a volunteer  

Support our efforts through a donation 

Please support 

Bragg Creek Wi lds’ 

V is ion a nd Miss ion

To find out more Visit, Email 
or Call us at:

www.braggcreekwild.ca

braggcreekwild@gmail.com

403-200-9961

https://www.rockyview.ca
https://naturealberta.ca/
https://www.corvus.ca
https://y2y.net
https://highcountrynews.ca
https://albertaecotrust.com
https://@braggcreekwild
https://www.instagram.com/braggcreekwild/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/braggcreekwild
http://www.braggcreekwild.ca
mailto:braggcreekwild@gmail.com
https://www.braggcreekwild.ca

